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on this problem, a completely new of-
fensive runs a high risk of exacerbating 
the region’s volatility rather than ad-
dressing it. We have seen too many 
times in this part of the world how 
rash and uncoordinated ‘‘military solu-
tions’’ have fueled the flames of con-
flict and generated new political griev-
ances. 

This is not to say that security meas-
ures aren’t needed to protect civilians 
in the region and thereby bring perma-
nent peace to eastern Congo and north-
ern Uganda. They are. Until we are 
able to build the capacity of national 
and regional institutions, the LRA and 
other armed groups will continue to ex-
ploit the region’s borders and wreak 
havoc throughout these four countries. 
We need more inter-agency collabora-
tion to consider how we can bolster 
sustainable long-term civilian protec-
tion mechanisms, while in the mean-
time devising creative short-term 
strategies to help fill the gaps. 

The calm brought by the Juba peace 
process presented an unprecedented op-
portunity in this conflict’s history to 
rebuild northern Uganda’s institutions, 
which is the surest safeguard against 
future violence and instability. I fear 
that this opportunity is being squan-
dered. Since the cessation of hostilities 
was signed two years ago, nearly half 
of the people displaced have returned 
to their original homes and begun to 
restore their livelihoods. However, this 
process has increasingly been fraught 
with problems. The lack of access to 
basic services in the villages and tran-
sit sites, such as clean water, health 
care and education, has broken up fam-
ilies and hindered recovery. The lack of 
a capable and competent police force 
and judiciary has left women and girls 
vulnerable to sexual violence. Finally, 
the lack of programs to address under-
lying grievances and psychosocial trau-
ma has allowed tensions to fester. 

Responsibility for managing north-
ern Uganda’s transition lies first and 
foremost with the Government of 
Uganda. I realize that the government 
has limited capacity, but it seems 
there has been a distinct lack of high- 
level leadership. In October 2007, the 
Ugandan government launched a three- 
year $600-million recovery plan for the 
war-torn region, but that plan has been 
mired in confusion. Its partial imple-
mentation only began 2 months ago. 
Moreover, there continues to be a lack 
of coordination between the govern-
ment, donors, U.N. agencies and non- 
governmental organizations. I urge the 
Ugandan government to show leader-
ship at the highest levels and dem-
onstrate its willingness to fulfill the 
promises it made to the people of 
northern Uganda over the last year. 

If the Ugandan government leads and 
takes measures to prevent corruption, 
the international community should 
back it up with the necessary financial 
and technical support. To signal that 
commitment, I call on the administra-
tion to help convene a high-level con-
ference of Uganda donors. Such a con-

ference can coordinate an effective 
donor strategy to support recovery ef-
forts and hold the Ugandan govern-
ment accountable. This conference, 
though, must only be the beginning of 
reinvigorated institutional engage-
ment by this administration and the 
next to bring this conflict to its con-
clusion, which is finally in sight after 
22 years. Let us make it clear once and 
for all that the United States is re-
solved to see peace secured in northern 
Uganda. 

Too often this Administration has 
leapfrogged from one crisis to another 
in Africa, trying to put out fires but 
not addressing the underlying factors 
driving these conflicts. This is not a re-
sult of lack of interest or dedication 
from our diplomats, for I have seen 
first-hand their resourcefulness and 
hard work. But the reality is that the 
State Department’s Africa Bureau is 
overwhelmed and under resourced. For 
places like northern Uganda or eastern 
Congo or the Niger Delta, we do not 
have the personnel or on-the-ground 
presence to respond comprehensively 
to insecurity. We in Congress must 
give greater attention in the coming 
months and years to ensuring our dip-
lomats have the resources they need to 
operate in these neglected conflict 
areas. However, that process begins 
with us committing to these places, 
not just whenever they hit the head-
lines but because they are important to 
our collective security and to basic 
American principles. 
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U.S. OLYMPIANS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor two Vermonters who 
represented their country this summer 
in China. Everyone at one time or an-
other has heard the Mark Twain quote, 
‘‘It’s not the size of the dog in the 
fight, it’s the size of the fight in the 
dog.’’ Nothing embodies this adage to 
me more than the commendable deter-
mination of this year’s Vermont sum-
mer Olympians. Vermonters have al-
ways stood as an example of what a 
good hard day’s work can accomplish, 
and this summer in Beijing was no ex-
ception. In a world of more than 6.5 bil-
lion people, our great State of 610,000 
creates world class athletes that stand 
out against the crowd. 

Representing Vermont on the U.S. 
Women’s Weightlifting Team was 
Carissa Gump, originally of Essex. Ever 
since her middle school gym teacher 
first convinced her to pursue 
weightlifting, her dedication has 
brought her success. One of only two 
U.S. women competing in her weight 
class, Carissa was able to finish an im-
pressive fifth in her group and thir-
teenth overall. Showing off her 
Vermont bred toughness, she managed 
to complete every one of her lifts all 
while nursing an aggravating left wrist 
injury. From reading Carissa’s online 
blog, anyone can also learn about her 
amazing and loving family. Her par-
ents, Kathie and Marty, and her hus-

band Jason took time away from work 
to fly to Beijing with Carissa and give 
her their support. This inspiring dis-
play of heart truly embodied 
Vermont’s Olympic spirit and I would 
like to join with her family and friends 
in commending Carissa’s remarkable 
achievement. 

On the track, the Men’s 800 meters 
featured Norwich native Andrew 
Wheating. Andrew has become a reg-
ular in the national headlines ever 
since he finished second in the U.S. 
Olympic Trials and earned a ticket to 
represent his country in Beijing. Cur-
rently a sophomore at the University 
of Oregon and the only Vermonter to 
run a 4-minute-mile, Andrew has al-
ready established himself as one of the 
sport’s rising young talents. The son of 
Betsy and Justin Wheating, Andrew 
not only showcased his talent to the 
world, he also realized a longtime fam-
ily dream. Justin Wheating as a stand-
out athlete in his home country of 
England never had a chance to rep-
resent his country in an Olympic 
games. However, Mr. Wheating man-
aged to pass the torch to an excep-
tional son who Vermont is proud to 
call one of our own and Andrew’s 
thrilling performance in these Olympic 
quarterfinals showed the world why. 
With all of the success and accolades 
this young man has already accumu-
lated, there is no doubt in my mind 
that he has a very bright future ahead 
of him. 

In a place historically famous for its 
winter athletes, these exceptional com-
petitors just further prove it is impos-
sible to pigeon hole our great State. 
For those of you who enjoy skiing 
Vermont in the winter, perhaps it is 
time to come see why we call them the 
‘‘Green Mountains’’ next summer? The 
extraordinary displays of speed and 
power by these Vermonters on the 
world’s largest stage perfectly show-
cased our diverse range of talent and I 
want to thank Carissa and Andrew for 
making their State and country proud. 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the 10 out-
standing Hoosier athletes who rep-
resented the State of Indiana and all of 
the United States in the Games of the 
XXIX Olympiad in Beijing, China. 

Lloy Ball, a volleyball player from 
Fort Wayne; David Boudia, a diver 
from Noblesville; Amber Campbell, a 
track and field athlete from Indianap-
olis; Lauren Cheney, a soccer player 
from Indianapolis; LeRoy Dixon, a 
track and field athlete from South 
Bend; Mary Beth Dunnichay, a diver 
from Elwood; Thomas Finchum, a diver 
from Indianapolis; David Neville, a 
track and field athlete from 
Merrillville; Samantha Peszek, a gym-
nast from Indianapolis; and Bridget 
Sloan, a gymnast from Pittsboro, all 
represented the Hoosier State as mem-
bers of Team USA. 

This Olympiad is the first for many 
of the Hoosier athletes; others have 
donned the colors of Team USA before. 
This year, Lloy Ball, a member of the 
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U.S. men’s volleyball team, became the 
first male athlete from the United 
States to compete in four Olympic 
Games. Lloy’s incredible feat will for-
ever be part of Indiana and Olympic 
sports history, and I know our entire 
State is immensely proud to count him 
among our own. 

These Hoosiers have shown superior 
abilities, extraordinary work ethics, 
and unflappable determination in their 
quests to become Olympic athletes. 
The road to the pinnacle of athletic 
success has required thousands of 
hours of demanding training over years 
of preparation, yet these athletes show 
us that commitment to excellence 
truly has its rewards. For many of our 
Hoosier athletes, the spoils of their 
hard work and dedication came in the 
form of an Olympic medal. Lloy Ball 
and the men’s volleyball team brought 
home a gold medal, as did Lauren Che-
ney and the women’s soccer team. 
David Neville won the bronze medal in 
the 400 meter final, and Samantha 
Peszek and Bridget Sloan were awarded 
the silver medal with their teammates 
on the women’s gymnastics team. 

These 10 athletes traveled halfway 
around the globe to compete against 
the worlds’ finest, and brought with 
them the unwavering support of their 
fellow Hoosiers. The people of Indiana 
are fortunate to have had such an ex-
ceptional group representing us at the 
Olympic Games. 

Team USA represents the best Amer-
ica has to offer, and these Hoosiers 
have made our State and our country 
proud. 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, the 
Olympic Games has always been a time 
for the world to celebrate the triumph 
of the human spirit and personal quali-
ties that determine excellence: dis-
cipline, commitment and a positive, 
winning attitude. Athletes from all 
over the world bring pride to their 
countries, friends and family during 
the Olympic Games. Most importantly, 
they achieve the distinction that can 
come when an individual applies deter-
mination and hard work to develop a 
God-given talent. Motivated to get up 
early, often before work, to pound the 
pavement, ride the roads and trails, 
shoot baskets, hit balls, lift weights or 
swim laps, these women and men are 
committed to improving their 
strength, agility, speed and stamina. I 
am especially proud of the Idahoans 
who competed in the 2008 Olympics, 
representing their teams, their Nation 
and their families with skill and pride. 

As you may know, Boise resident 
Kristin Armstrong won the gold in the 
women’s cycling time trial. Kristin is 
well known around the Boise area: 
many have seen her cycling or at the 
local YMCA where she is an instructor. 
She is an inspiration to those who 
know her and she has made Idaho 
proud. Bishop Kelly High School grad-
uate Nick Symmonds advanced to the 
preliminary round in the 800 meter run. 
Georgia Gould, a one-time Ketchum 
resident competed in the women’s 

mountain bike race. Team USA also in-
cluded Idahoans: Matt Brown, a grad-
uate of Coeur d’Alene High School, 
played third baseman for Team USA in 
baseball. Debbie McDonald, from 
Hailey, competed for Team USA in 
dressage. Idahoans excelled on teams 
from other nations as well. Clare 
Bodensteiner, a graduate of Minico 
High School, played for the New Zea-
land basketball team. Angela Whyte, a 
former University of Idaho runner and 
now assistant coach competed for Can-
ada in the 100 meter hurdles and, 
Joachim Olsen, also a University of 
Idaho athlete, competed in the shot put 
for Denmark. Emerson Frostad, a 
former Lewis-Clark State College base-
ball player played for Team Canada as 
a catcher/first baseman. Eric Matthias, 
a Boise resident and in graduate school 
at Boise State University, competed 
for the British Virgin Islands in the 
discus throw. 

And in the Paralympics—the second- 
largest sporting event in the world 
after the Olympics—that are con-
cluding in Beijing this week, Idaho na-
tive Barbara Buchan took the gold in 
the 3,000 meter cycling event. Barbara 
was the 1972 high school mile run State 
champion from Mountain Home High 
School and went on to graduate from 
Boise State University. She was se-
verely injured in a cycling accident in 
1982, suffering almost fatal wounds. In 
addition to terrible physical injuries, 
she was in a coma for 2 months and had 
surgery to remove the damaged parts 
of her brain. After years of physical 
and mental rehabilitation, Barbara 
came back, her passion for cycling un-
changed. A five-time Paralympics com-
petitor at 52 years old, Barbara em-
bodies the Olympic spirit. 

To all these courageous, gifted and 
dedicated Idaho athletes, I offer my 
heartfelt congratulations for a job well 
done. You continue to make Idaho 
proud. 

f 

ENFORCEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY RIGHTS ACT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to inform my colleagues of 
my request to be notified of any unani-
mous consent agreement that would 
allow for the consideration of S. 3325, 
the Enforcement of Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights Act of 2008. I intend to re-
serve my right to object to any such 
request. 

S. 3325 was marked up by the Judici-
ary Committee just last Thursday 
afternoon. I circulated several amend-
ments to address a number of concerns 
I had about the bill. Two of my amend-
ments—one that would add USDA to 
the list of agencies on the IPEC Advi-
sory Committee, and another that 
would provide for an orderly transition 
from NIPLECC to IPEC—were adopted 
by the committee. However, I withheld 
from offering other amendments be-
cause I received a commitment that 
the chairman and ranking member of 
the Judiciary Committee would work 
with me to address my other concerns. 

For example, I have concerns with 
the funding of the new State and local 
law enforcement grant programs in 
section 501 and the grant match ratio 
for those programs. Further, I have 
concerns with the creation of a new in-
tellectual property crimes unit at the 
FBI to enforce intellectual property 
rights and the authorization of addi-
tional funding, resources and staff for 
the FBI to implement these additional 
responsibilities. I firmly believe that 
the FBI should focus its efforts on com-
bating terrorism. I am concerned about 
duplication with work currently being 
performed at ICE and its National In-
tellectual Property Rights Coordina-
tion Center. Moreover, I am concerned 
with language calling for the 
prioritization of cases involving for-
eign controlled companies, and the 
lack of any priority for cases inves-
tigated by the FBI that have a nexis to 
potential terrorist activities. 

My staff will be sitting down with 
the chairman and ranking member’s 
staff to work on my concerns. Again, I 
intend to reserve my right to object to 
proceeding to the consideration of S. 
3325 until my concerns have been ad-
dressed. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

BURLINGTON COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the Burlington Com-
munity School District, and to report 
on their participation in a unique Fed-
eral partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire-safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Burlington Community School 
District received a 2006 Harkin grant 
totaling $500,000 which it used to help 
build a new elementary school. Sunny-
side Elementary is a modern, state-of- 
the-art facility that befits the edu-
cational ambitions and excellence of 
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